
Writing Unit 1: Basic Skills
This unit is designed to be completed during the first week of school. 

Lesson Title

1 
Day 1 

Time: 15 min. 

Assess Skills & Set a writing goal 
Have students complete a 5-10 questionnaire to see a sample of their skills.  
Have students set a goal for themselves in what they want to accomplish this school 
year as a writer.  
If your school assigns a full two-hour writing pre-assessment, I would still do this activity 
in the first week of school. Just make sure it is not the same day as that assessment.

2 
Day 2 

Time: 30 min. 

Getting Started as a Writer  
Have students study the best practices of great authors by searching through books 
and charting discoveries.  
Have students organize the first few pages in their journals with a model, example 
essays and rubrics, that they will use for the rest of the year.  
Have students generate lists of topics they would like to write about in the next weeks 
and months. You can also provide them with a list of writing prompts if you do not want 
them to pick their own. 

3 
Day 3 

Time: 30 min. 

Uploading Thoughts onto Paper & Expand Your Thought 
Have students complete quick writing activities to get started writing in their journals.  
Have students start feeling comfortable and confident in just putting their ideas on 
paper.  
Have students write 1,3,5 minute intervals to build writing stamina, processing, and 
editing skills.  
* Students will pick one idea from their “Just for fun” activity and expand their writing. 

ASSESSMENT

At the end of this short unit, I collect their journals and review their work. None of their 
writing is for a grade. Instead, I use ALL of their work as data to analyze; 
How well they followed directions? 
How comfortable is the student with writing? 
Their ability levels, what skills they show mastery in already. What skills are significant 
weaknesses I need to address right away (For example, the student who had illegible 
handwriting)?  
Also, I look for patterns in skills the entire class will need help in, and even if there are 
topics that a majority of students put on their lists- I then use these as ideas for the 
class model essay topic. 






 

Writing Unit 1: Pre-Assess
 Right as students enter my classroom during “Meet and Greet,” the week before 
school starts, they drop off their school supplies, and I have them fill out a quick 
questionnaire. This visit is my first chance to see their skill level, handwriting, and 
willingness to write. Honestly, I’m just using this as a way to get to know their 
personality. I watch to see if they can work independently, how confident they are, and 
their timing. By fourth grade, many students are very vocal in already expressing hatred 
for writing. These reluctant writers have always become my favorite students; I feel like 
I’m on a personal mission every year to convert these students into exceptional writers. 
I keep these students closer to me and check in on them more than the others. The 
more confidence I can give them right away, the better my chances for making long 
term growth with them.  
 I also use this questionnaire to start pairing students up. Students will have the 
same buddy for at least each trimester to share and review all their work with 
throughout the class time. I had a professor that recommended the same partner for 
the entire year- I have done this before with great results, but for the few pairings that 
had to change every so often, I waited until the end of the trimester to make any 
chances. 

Tell me everything!
Name: _______________________________________   Date: ________________ 

Favorite book: _______________________________________________________  

Favorite food: _____________________________________________________ 

Favorite animal: __________________________________________________ 

Favorite subject in school & why: _________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Describe your summer vacation in one sentence: __________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Describe how last year was for you in one sentence: __________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________



Pre-assessment  

 As students enter the classroom on day one, I have a quick 
inventory to fill out on their desks. I ask them to spend five minutes filling 
it out and turn it in. I try and not make a big deal about it, and if students 
ask questions, I quickly tell them, "I want you to try your best. Fill out 
everything you can, the best that you can." If they keep insisting on 
asking questions, I walk them back to their seat, point out something on 
the paper they did well already- even if it's their name! And then, remind 
them to give me their best effort, "I'm just having you complete this to 
see if there are things in writing you are already amazing at doing, even 
without me teaching it. It's ok, if you don't know how to do these skills, I'll 
be teaching you all of them this year. You got this. I'm just happy you are 
in my class this year, so I get to teach you!" Then I quickly run away back 
to welcoming more students to the class. When the last student enters, I 
set myself a timer for 10 minutes, tell students, “By 8:30, we will all finish 
turning in our papers and meet on the carpet. If you didn't finish your 
paper, that's ok. I want to see what you can complete in this time.” Right 
away, I like setting my timing expectations. If a student has unique needs 
and needs timing accommodations in the class, I usually do not tell the 
class about timing and instead walk over to each student still working 
when time is up. I usually will talk to them about something they did well 
on their paper and ask them to keep the writing to review it.  
 I usually analyze and chart all the papers either during Fine Arts 
break that day and put students into pairs and groups after a break or 
wait until the next day, depending on the day. Setting the time into 
charting and looking through this from day one helped me throughout 
the first two units to get the best results. 



Show me everything  you can do! 
Use the following prompt when completing the below skills.  

Millions of Americans have pets in their home. Write an opinion essay to explain which animal 
you think is the best animal to have has a pet. Use research to support your response. 

Circle the best choice for 
the most important  

words from the prompt.

Prompt Key Words: animals, home, Americans 
Prompt Key Words: animals, pets, research 
Prompt Key Words: best, animal, pet 

Circle which of these 
topic sentences are best 

for this prompt.

Topic Sentence: Pets are amazing, do you have a pet?  
Topic Sentence: I like dogs because they are cool.  
Topic Sentence: Dogs are good pets because they are friendly, 
helpful and smart. 

Write a summary 
paragraph about 
what animal you 
think is the best 

animal to have as a 
pet. 



Analyze Their Writing 
  
 Most students come into fourth grade with a knowledge of how to 
form simple and complex sentences. Some students understand how to 
summarize information to create a paragraph. With that basic expectation 
in mind, I look through the questionnaire and "Show Me" form for 
particular skills.  
 Another way to analyze this data is more holistically. I make piles of 
the questionnaires into BELOW, ON, ABOVE grade level.  

Needs Development Approaching Meeting Expectations 

Unable to complete the task
The task is completed or 
turned in to the correct 

location. 

The task is completed and 
turned in to the correct 

location. 

Unable to complete the task 
in the given time and 

independently. 

The task was completed on 
time or independently. 

The task was completed on 
time and independently. 

Sentences are not written 
correctly, or illegible. 

Sentences are not complete 
or have many errors. 

Sentences are complete, 
and most errors are 

corrected. 

* If a student writes above and beyond the above expectations mark their work EX. 
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Setting a Writing Goal 
Rationale:  
 Having students set their own learning goals was my favorite addition that my 
school district assigned for teachers in a decade.  
 At first, I didn’t know if I would have time to include this activity, then I realized 
it eventually saved time because it made students more focused on their tasks. After 
all, by having a goal, the knew where they wanted to end up. They also were proud 
when they were able to check off accomplishment after accomplishment.  
 With tutoring students 1:1, we set goals at the beginning of every session and 
review to check our progress at the end of each session. We then plan for their 
purposes for the rest of the week of what they want to accomplish before seeing me 
again.  

Lesson Breakdown:  
* Gather students together for the lesson 
* Please show them your example goal sheet 
* Model a “Think Aloud” of how you fill out your chart  
* Pause at each section to give students time to try to fill out their goal sheet. Allow 

them to share with their partners during each section is complete. If students need 
help, give them a visual of some possible ideas they can use for their chart.  

* After completing the goal sheet, allow 3-4 students to share with the class, then turn 
and share with writing partners if possible.  

* Students can use their goal chart as a reminder of what to check after writing during 
the unit.  

* At the end of the unit, allow them to review their goal and update the goal sheet to 
reflect upon their goal and set a NEW plan. Remind children to challenge 
themselves and push their goals.  

* If you have a learning scale that you also use, each child can use the expectations 
for a level 4 to create their goal.  



My WRITING goal 
Unit Objective 

By the end of this unit of study, I will set up my writing journal and complete a daily entry in 
my journal to get my thoughts onto paper. 

My 
strengths 
include...

_______________ ________________ 
_______________ ________________

My 
weaknesses 

are....

_______________ ________________ 
_______________ ________________

My personal 
goal this 
week is: 

_________________________________
_________________________________ 
_________________________________

Steps to 
meet my 

goal 
include: 

_________________________________
_________________________________ 
_________________________________
_________________________________ 
_________________________________

How did I do? 
What did I 
accomplish? 

What is my new 
goal? 

_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________ 
_________________________________



Model Writing: Study Authors Techniques 
During my last year of college, I had a professor who said the problem she saw in first-year 
teachers was that they didn’t know great books/authors. So I would go to the library and sit 
for hours reading as many books as I could get my hands on and write as many lessons for 
each book as I could imagine. My process was simple. I would fill out a graphic organizer as a 
read a book. That way, as I planned units throughout the year, I could go back to these notes 
and had lessons ready to go. 

FAVORITE FICTION WRITER’S

GRADES 3-5:  
N.E. Bode   
PSEUDONYMOUS BOSCH 

NONFICTION

GRADES 3-5: 
I use articles, and books about Native American tribes in 
Florida. This correlates to our first unit in Social Studies. 

MINI LESSON TO SEARCH FOR BEST WRITING PRACTICES
I love showing students the website of authors before we start reading a chapter book as a class. 
My favorite fiction writers N.E. Bode and Pseudonymous Bosh have very similar styles and 
interactive websites that are fantastic to show short videos to students about their writing process. 
Within Busch’s Secret series books, there are chapters students can even write themselves. He 
also published a book for children to create their own mystery story. This interactive book would 
make for a fantastic project for reluctant writers that are good readers. This way, they can see the 
mirror of how by being a good reader, you can become a skilled writer by adding those elements 
they LOVE the books they read to include.  

Lesson Breakdown:  
* Gather students together (if virtual- have students have eyes on you) 
* Have a ready-made graphic organizer chart to fill out as a class of best qualities that the book 

includes.  
* Introduce the writer and give any background knowledge you have discovered about them. 

(Include examples from NE and Bosch) 
* Review a picture book you have read with students before and point out elements you enjoyed 

in the book that the writer did well. For example, (find a new book to review) (This review should 
take about 2-3 minutes) Have students turn and share with their writing partner about their 
favorite parts of the book that the author created.  

* Ask students, “Now I want you to keep this question in mind whenever we read books from now 
on. If you are the writer of the book, how would you change the story? What techniques did the 
writer use that you would like to include as a writer?”  

* Then I read an excerpt from The Name of the Book is Secret. I use the very first page because I 
love how engaged it makes the reader. I then work through a think-aloud with students to 
understand what I LOVE about techniques that the author included that I would love to try out 
in my next story I try writing. 

* For nonfiction, try the same process but look closely at sentence strategies like examples, 
transitions, introduction and concluding strategies. Make a chart of examples of techniques 
students found in model books. 


